Ellie Adder: Covid Eye
By

Jason M chael WMarion and Rodger Marion

Copyri ght Novenber 7, 2020 by
Smth Creek Studios

Witers Quild of Anmerica, West

Regi stration Nunber - 2087110
Smth Creek Studios
W nber | ey, Texas 78676
(512) 814-9730



TI TLE "ELLI E ADDER: COVI D- EYE"

A Bl ack and white journey into the detective world of film
noir in the pandem c era.

I NT. NI GHT: THE LI VI NG ROCOM

Ellie is sitting in her chair observing a client through a
glass of red wine in her hand. She has her mask on. Sitting
opposite her is Susan, also holding a glass of w ne, and
wearing a nmask. Canera starts on Ellie and slowy tracks
across to reveal Susan.

ELLI E (VO CE OVER)
It was one of those lazy rainy
nights after a lonely, rainy day
that tenpts you to sleep... but not
t oni ght .

|’ma private investigator. During
t hese days of pandem c, |I'’mthe
Covid Eye. (chuckl es)

| have a new client and we were
socially distancing in nmy |iving
room

Voi ce over is about 19 seconds |ong
Susan breaks the silence.

SUSAN
| have gone to great lengths to get
here un-noticed so | hope you
understand the seriousness... and
private state of this matter?

ELLIE
O course. W girls have to stick
t oget her, right?

SUSAN
|’ m being blackmailed. | tried to
ignore it, but I just don't...

Ellie interrupts at "but.

ELLIE
Time is our only weapon here,
Susan. How | ong have you been
ignoring it?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

SUSAN
Here are the letters |I’ve gotten to
date. I've not replied at all.

Susan tosses a packet of envelopes into Ellie’ s [ap. Looking
a bit apprehensive, Ellie puts on a pair of exam nation

gl oves, opens one of the envel opes and inspects the |atest
letter. Some photos fall out.

SUSAN
(sniffles)
| just can’t inagi ne anyone wanti ng
to do this... tonme. | just don't
under st and.

Ellie stands to reach for a box of tissues and tosses it at
t he al nost enotional Susan. Susan grabs a tissue. Ellie sits
down agai n.

SUSAN
| MEAN. .. WHY!?!

Susan begins to be very enotional. H ding her tears in the
tissue. Ellie crosses to the desk and retrieves a smal
trash can. Sensing that Ellie mght throw that at her too,
Susan points to a place on her left where she can put the
trash can down. Susan tosses her tissue into the can and
gets anot her.

SUSAN
| just need to know what | can do.
(Sob) I'’m a good person!

Suddenly they are both distracted by the door opening. Al an
bursts through the door at "what" and Susan |ets her
sentence trail to a stop

Bursting onto the entry hall in front of the door, and
noving into the room enters Alan, waving a letter. He has
not seen Susan, and barks at Ellie.

ALAN
Anot her one!! | got another one
this norning!! Well!? Well!?! Do
you know who is doing this?

Looking left he realizes he has entered a situation. Ellie
st ands.

ELLI E

| have an appoi ntnent, as you can
now so plainly see.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

Susan stands, steps forward, sees Alan and instinctively
backs up a couple of steps.

SUSAN
Al an!

ALAN
Susan! You're here?

Susan conposes herself, w pes her nose and tosses her tissue
into the trash can. Ellie takes charge of the situation

ELLI E
If I may? Al an? Please sit
down. Over there.

She notions to the far chair. Alan and Susan sit. Once
seated, the situation relaxes. Ellie thinks and | ooks at
each one in turn.

Alan | eans forward offering the letter to Ellie. Ellie waves
hi m of f. Avoi di ng gerns.

ELLI E
Gerns! | have an earlier letter
over here.

Instead, Ellie goes to the desk and gets another letter in a
pl astic sl eeve.

ELLI E
Alan. This is the blackmil lett
you got earlier and gave to ne |
week.

er
ast
Al an nods. Ellie picks up one of Susan's letters.

ELLI E
Susan. This is one of the letters
you j ust gave ne.

Susan nods.

Hol di ng both letters in her hands, Ellie sits. She conpares
the two letters.

ELLI E
These both were typed on a
Kronot ype Model 873. One of the
very last of the electric
typewiters. It is unique as it has
a conputer age zero with the slash
t hrough the mddle. The odds of

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

ELLI E (cont’ d)
each of you owni ng one of these
typewiters is awfully snall
therefore | conclude that...

Susan and Alan interrupt Ellie at "therefore.”

SUSAN ALAN
You !

Al an gets up and starts to go for Susan.

SUSAN ALAN
You scum bucket . | got you! Don’t deny it.

The above dial og occurs during the foll ow ng. Susan stands
and goes left, between the round table and the sofa, and
towards the bookcase. Ellie drops the letters and noves past
Susan to block Alan. Alan stops. Ellie picks up the trash
can and threatens to throwits contents of germinfested
tissues at Al an. Al an backs off.

ELLI E
Enough! Sit! Shut up! Listen. You
talk or I will not
hesitate... (shakes can at Al an as
if to toss the tissues at him
Cerns.)

Al an sits. Susan freezes. Ellie focus on Susan

ELLI E
You too. Sit. Talk.

Everyone goes back to their chair. Wde shot. Pause. Ellie
| ooks snug.

SUSAN
| didn’t think you could be smart
enough for sonething like this.

ALAN
This is all your fault!

ELLI E (VO CE OVER)
| figured | could play marriage
counsel or and things m ght resolve
t hensel ves. This is the kind of gig
| like to get. Two clients, two
checks, and no | eg work. That's
al nrost free noney. (giggles)

Voi ce over is 19 seconds.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

Susan and Al an exchange the follow ng dial og underneath
Ellie s nonol ogue.

SUSAN
We even betray each other the sane
way.

ALAN

|’d pay not to | ose you.

They both | ook enbarrassed because of their nmutual plots
agai nst each ot her.

SUSAN
This is funny you know.

ALAN
And ki nda sexy too

They both giggle. Ellie giggles. Their giggles align with
Ellie s giggle.

ELLI E
Wait... what?

Susan and Alan get up and throwing all caution to the w nd,
rush to each other, enbrace, and then | eave. The canera
slowy tracks to Ellie. During her nonol ogue, she renoves
her mask and drinks her wine. Al of it.

ELLI E (VO CE OVER)
| guess Susan thought Al an paid ne.
O is it that Al an thought Susan

paid nme... since she was here
first? The Kronotype 873. Were do
| come up with these

things? (G ggle)

Voi ce over is 16 seconds.

Ellie giggles and rises fromher chair, grabs her now enpty
w ne gl ass, and wal ks out of the scene (walk SL then DS

END CREDI TS



